De.r Viols,

I finally met briefly with Ann Pilsk: she had been 1113 she had
been away and was pfeparing to leave again, She has an unlisted
'phone number so that I was unable to reach h{lre

She gave me & photo album containing pictures made at the Home.
g%few of the pictures are labeled, but mdst are not. I am sending
them on to you.

I told her that she would receive a conpy of the interview but she
replied that one was not necesssry that whatever I wrote would
be 0K.

I had only a few minutes with her, I hope that what I was able

to learn will of some ®Talue.

Sincerely, >
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Annf Schneider Pilsk (Mrs. Abe Pilsk), now & 77 year old widow,
finds it difficult, after the pascage of so many years, to assess
her feelings about her life in The Home., She haerbored such bitter
resentment against>hvr father for sending her and her bpother,

two years older, away from home after the death of their mother
thet only in recent!.years has she been able to talk about it.

She and her brother were sent, unaccompanied, by train to New
Orleans. (An older sister, then 13, remained in Nashville)., She
1ived in the Home about ten years, until her graduation from high
echool ir 1924, During that entire time, her father visited her
only once.

She felt privileged, she said, to be able to attend the Newman
school, & private school, where many well-to=do townspeople sent
their children. She had many friends among her classmates-=she
was invited to their homes and included in their soclal actlivities.
There were no distinctions made between the orphans and the local
children.

She was a good athlete and enjoyed the sports and other activities
at the Bay S8t. Louis camp which she attended several times.

Ann%. apparently, was popular with staff and peers, She was, she
said, a "pet" of many at the Home. One bachelor board member

from Tex.s became her pen-pal. They corresponded for many years,

end he came to meet Anne's fiance when he learned of her engagenment.



One of her close friends was Louise Volmer, the daughter of the
superintendant. He encouraged the friendship and Ann often visited
in their apartment., Among her friends were Murdock Mendelsohn and
his sister and that friendship continued in Nashville where Murdock
also later settled,

Although never subje cted to it, she had sesn others paddled, but,
in retrospect, she fee 1s th:t the paddling was, undoubtedly,
Justified.

She recslls that services for Jewish holidays were held in a chap-1
in the Home and that, frequently, board members joined the children
for these services,

Were her years at the Home good? She was not able to say because
her recollections are colored by the pervasive feeling she had that
she had been abandoned by her father and deprived of a normel family
life.

She heartily approved the Home's closing, feeling that children
should not be institutionalized but zsllowed to live where they can

feel part of a family,
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JEWISH CHILDREN Dear Mns. Pilsk:
e il Thank you for agreeing to participate in owr Alumni Project.
Al Mws. David SLabosky, who 45 a member of our Board of Directonrs,
Louisiana will be available fto interview you at a time that will be
Mississippi convenient for you. -
Oklahoma
Te””‘;f;i‘; Mns. Skabosky will be in touch with you some time s00n Ain

onder to arnange a swifable time to talk with you. ’\
OFFICERS e ' \

J. M. Cohn / 1 shatl be glad %o send you a copy of the notes of that \

President £ intenview, Af that is what you would Like Zo have happen. That |
Mrs. Louis Stern wouwld also give you an opportunity fo edit the material and to
Tk Ve Praslagat add anything which might Later occurn Lo you Lo be important.
Gus Freibaum, Jr. . . 4
2nd Vice President  \_ 14 you have any othern questions, please feel free to be in
Jacques L. Wiener, Jr. touch with me on with Mus. SLabosky, whose telephone number is
3rd Vice President 292-5670.

Bernard S. Jacobs ;
Treasurer Sincenely younrs,

Mrs. Saul Stone
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