ALUMNT INTERVIEW
Juby 27, 1984

Goldie Berngen Knoblen, — bomn probably in 1903, entered JCH on 2/21/16; Reft 7/8/22.

Mrns. Knoblern was §ull of praise forn the JCH and of Zhe happiness she experienced
Living there. She explained that she was boan in Russia, hern father having preceded
the family to the United States and Leaving behind a pregnant wife and three children.
Mrns. Knoblern was about 2 years ofd when he Legt. 1In 1914 hen mother died and the
childnen went to thein grandparents. The following yearn or s0 hen fathern, who had now
remaied came fo get the children and bring them back with him. The oldest sistern
nemained with the grandparents of ner own choice. Shortly after coming to Houston with
hen fathen, the fathern died and she and her Little sistern Minnie, known as Mickey, were
Legt with a step-mothen they hardly knew and 34LL not knowing any English. Hern brother
was too old fo be accepted Ainto the Home, 50 he was placed in a foster home. ULtimately
he joined the Merchant Marine. Mrs. KnobLen has seen him only once in all the years
sdnce she entered the Home.

The B'nal B'rnith "stepped An" and had the girks sent to the JCH. Mrs. KnoblLern recalled
that shontly thereaften there was the 1918 fLu epidemic and Texas children came into
the Home "in droves."

Mrs . Knoblen Learwned English while a child in the Home. She recalled an English teachexr
she had at Manual (Newman School) named Mrs. Freldnichs, who, she sald, had taught hen
how beautiful the English Language As.

Mrs. Knoblen commented that as a child 4in the Home she Learned "neginement and culture
and good mannens. She recalled with some amusement now that a Mws. Godchaux had been
hen Big Sisten, and she remembered that she would send her can and chauffeur for the
gl and a butler would open the doorn when she arived. She Learned table manners
having dinner at the Godchaux home.

Mrns. KnobLen Zook violin Lessons grom a Ma. Wehaman, who also played the oxrgan Ain the
Home Chapel on Friday night and Saturday morning services. She was invited to join an
onchestra of his pupdls and she remembered playing forn the patients at the Home for the
Incurables and once playing background music so04tly when someone had a reception fon
Gentrude Ederle, the §inst woman to swim the English Channel.

She greatly enjoyed camp on the Gulf Coast and sXLL has a basket made of pine needfes
they used to collect whike there.

She necalled that there werne rules and when they were broken, you had Lo 54t on your
Locken forn a while. She nemembered that hern numbern, and thus that of hern Locker, was

130. She had Zo 54t on her Lockern a few times, but she has no Ldea what her ingraction
was. She knew that Ma. Vollmern did spank some children, but has no specific recollections
about Lt. She may have been punished for not hanging up her clothes, which was a ke
enforced by Lockern-sitting.

They did have chores. Everny Friday the matinesses had to be taken o4f the beds and draped
oven the nailings on the baleony fo air. Sometimes they were hequired to sweep the
courntyand, and she remembered that this had to be done, one girl next to the other, with
thein brooms moving Ln-unison, "Like Little soldiens." Most of the other rules she
recalled had £o do with grooming and personal cleanliness.
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The ginls werne taught to sew, and Mis. KnoblLern made her own graduation dress. They were
also taught knitting, chocheting and tatting. She remembers that they made thein own
undewear, and she recalled decorating hern nightgowns with Lace she herself had crocheted
on tatted.

Religious holidays were always observed. Mas. Knoblern remembered standing begore meals
gon the blessing to be said and standing afterwarnd when God was thanked for the meal.
M. Vollmen sald kiddush every Friday night and the children went to services Friday
night and Saturday mornings, and to Sunday School. When she was 14, Mas. KnobLer became
a Sunday School teacher of a group of Little ones. She skl has the prayerbook that
was the standard present for conflamation.

She got a "gokd" medal for something; she thinks it may be for having been President

of the Home's Big Sistens. These were ginls who helped with the younger children. She
recalled that each of them had eight "Little people" for whom they were responsible,
making sure that they got up, cleaned themselves, went to bed on £ime. Mas. KnoblLer
enjoyed this. She commented that although she 48 only 2 1/2 yearns olden than Mickey, she
tended to mothen hern, and she st8L does to this day.

The children were given an allowance each week of five pennies, and they were expected
Lo save two o4 them, which they could use to buy things grom the Home store, open fon
a couple of hours on Sunday.

Mws. Knoblen said that each child who Legft had a trade. She had been taught secretarial
work. When she was ready to Leave there was no family to whom she could go s0 Mr. West-
heimen, who was then President o4 Grand Lodge No. 7 B'nai B'aith, took hen into his

home and employed her as the B'nail B'iith secretarny fon the tenure of his team of
ofgice. When his term was up, he helped her to §ind other stenographic work, where she
worked kL she marnried.

Mrs. Knobler does not know hern birnthday, and she is not really positive about what year
she was born in. She estimates she 45 "going on §0." Mickey says that Mas. KnoblLex
gave hen hen birthday, which they now celebrate.

Mns. Knobler has always felt a sense of responsibility forn other children who once Lived
An Zhe Home. She made a point of seeking out and offering aid and §riendship to any
child who retwwmed to Houston from the JCH. Thein re-unions used to be held in hex
home. She is very proud of how Joe Samuels tuwned out.

Mns. KnoblLer has iwo children, seven grandehildren, including "three by choice" and
seven great-grandchildren. She explained the grandchildren by choice as being the
children by a previous maviiage of the woman her son marrnied, and Mis. KnobLer chose
to include them among the grandchildren. Mickey also Lives in Houston. Hen finst
husband died in 1959 and she remarriied in 1961. She has no children, but Mas. Knoblex
says that she shares hen children with Mickey.

Mns. Knoblen summed up by saying that she has had a "beautiful Life." She had no
parents, but "God has been my parent, with the JCH helping.”
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