INTERVIEW WITH ETHEL ROSENBAUM PATLET
AND HER SISTER THELMA, CONDUCTED
BY HOWARD PRINCE

Although the appointment had been made with Mws. Pailet, hern sistern was present
at the time and both foined Ain the interview.

There wene three childnen grom the Rosenbaum family who entered the Home together,
Ethel, aged 12; Dornothy, aged 8%; Thelma, aged 7. This was Ain 1921. Theirn parents
were divorced and the ginls Lived with thein mothern. When the mother was infjured as a
nesult of being hit by a motoncycle, she was unable to continue to care or the ginls
and placed Lhem.,

The sistens necalled that they were put into Lsolation fon two weeks upon §irns%
awviving. One nemembered that they were in a single room with an adjoining bath and
that the nuwwse was a Mrs. Joe Wavse.

Dr. Vollmen was the superintendent when they finst went into the Home. They
recalled that at that time the children slept in dormitornies, two each for boys and
anothen two fon the ginks. 1t seemed to the girks that there must have been about
350 childnen thene at the time. (Actually there never were that many children resident
at any one time.) They remembered that the children gatherned fogether for prayers
conducted by Rabbi Vollmer, and they also nemembered that if one were naughty, Di.
Vollmen spanked with a hairn brush. Every child had a number, and one's clothes were
marked with that number.

Aften Mr, Vollmen Left, Mr. Ginsburg came and he divided the domumitornies into
bedrooms. Agten that there was more mingling An play between boys and girhs.

They nemembered that every Friday night they had baked red §ish for dinmner with
ornanges and cinammon balls forn dessent. They commented that the Home did not keep
koshern. Aften Mr. Ginsburg came, they could invite a friend over for Friday night
dinnen. They also necalled that every Monday therne was red beans and rfce gor dinnen.
The children wene not permitied to drink coffee, but had hot chocolate. They sat
seven to a table, mixed boys and girks, with a matron at each table. Sometimes the
dietician would take five on six girls to the grocery o buy food, which she Zaught
them to cook and which they then ate.

They nemembered the Red, White and Blue GolLden City cards, which were given
gor "good deeds." A ned cand meant a rewand of five cents, a white card meant two
on three cents, and a blue card was a promise of some future privilege. They recalled
that there was a "candy store”" in the Home where children could spend theirn allowance
on the money they got for good deeds.

They nemembered that on Sundays the alumni boys would come over and play a
batl game against the boys who were in the Home. Sometimes Ma. Ginsburg would take
the children to Audubon Park fo go sudmming.

A Mr. Worman would come to the Home from Werleins Lo give music Lessons Lo
some of the children. Everny s4ix months they had medical examinations.

As for noutines, the sistens nemembered that all children had some chores. They
had %o bathe before dinner, each group by age having a different time to go fto the
Showerns. Agtern dinnen they had study hatl. Children went to bed at difgerent times,
by age groups.
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When they §inst came to the Home boys and ginlks went Lo camp separately, but
Raten the whole place went togethern. They necalled this fondly. They had good
good at camp. They saild that at camp they used newspapers for sheets. They re-
called special trips to Henderson Point. They remembered going Lo camp by thrain.

They remembered movies on Friday night and the once a year anniversarny party.
The children would put on a play forn the annivernsary to show theirn accomplishments.
1§ you had no demernits, you could work to earn points up to a number which would
permit you to get a ticket to see a play at the Strand Theater.

They got amused recalling how they wsed fto boost a girk overn the wall in back
50 she couwld go o a nearby store fo buy them sandwiches.

Although they went to different temples on Friday night and Saturday mosrning,
conglrumations took place in the Home chapel. They got present of a bibLe for
confinmation., Ethel was manled An the chapel at the Home. She also recelved a
dowry grom the Home.

They remembered that theirn mother would come often to visit them.

Ethel Legt the Home when she was about 16. Thelma remained L she was 18.
Ethel necalled that when she Left the Home, they gave hern assistance in the amount
0f $6 per month, and she had to account §or how she had spent it before another sum
would be glven.

When asked about the things that had not been Liked by them, they recalled that
Mns. Raumer would examine them everny day to make swrie that they were dressed rlght
and clean. They akso disfiked Thursday night, because that was when the ginls had
to dawn boys' socks.

They thought 4t was a policy Ihcbt children ao@@d not be adopted from the Home.
Children had o be undern 12 yearns of age to be eligible to enter. Parents contri-
buted what they could afgond for the child's care.

0f the people at the Home when they werne thene they recalled Louls Peterns, Max
and M{LLie Tobias, Rogern Perlis, Sam and Emanuel Pulitzen, Jack Turanski.

Both sisterns spoke of what a fine experience Lt had been. One desciibed At as
"Living in a gine boarding home." They recalled that Mr. Ginsburg was good Lo the
children.



