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INTERVIEW FOR JEWISH CHILDREN'S REGIONAL SERVICE WITH ALBERT FOX.

Question: How Long did you Live Ain the Home?
Ten yeans, {rom the age of three to thirnteen.

Question: You were very young when you went in, do you recakl anything of your Life
before going into the Home, on were you fust too young for that?

1 have very faint nemembrances of things that happened on Rampart Street where
1 Zived with my mother and father.

Question: What is your understanding of why you went into the Home?

T didn't know then, but 1 know now. 1 Leawed Later that it was because my
mothern was very AL and that she had to be hospitalized and they thought it was best
for me and my brothers and sistern to be where 1 could be taken care of.

Question: Well than, you also had some brotherns and sisterns in the Home?

Two brotherns and a sister.

Question: They all went into the Home? At the same Lime?
Yes.
Question: Do you remember who §inst brought you to the Home?

No. My 4inst nemembrance that I have of being there is being in this room with
my two brotherns and my Little brother crying. Laten on, 1 nemembered the gact that
we used to get peppermint candy and my brother used to suck on his all the time and
it Lasted o Long time. We ate owws up right away and we fussed because he s£ilL had
candy and we didn'Z.

Question: 1§ you werne thiee when you went to the Home, how ofd were your brothens and
sL8ten?

1 think my brother was four and a half on §éve, that's Arnokd the older brother,
my younger brother was very young, he was in diapers and a baby cnib all the Lime.

Question: Do you remember 4if you had to stay in the Infirmary when you finst went in,
sont of Like isolation on something Like that?

Veny definitely, this is what 1 remember. Oun finst being An this room, ox
Asolated area.

Question: For about how Long do you think?

Oh, 1 don't nemember. 1 just nemember the instance with my younger brothern crying
and the instance with candy. That's all 1 can remember.

Question: Where you scared or homesick?

I don't think s0, T don't necall being scared or homesick.
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Question: When you Legt the Home, you were how ofd?
ThL&teen.
Question: What year was that?

T was a sophomore in High School. 1t would be 1934 1 guess, I was Thirteen years
okd, T was born in 1921 50 Lt must have been 1934, '

Question: What was it Like to Live 4n the Home?

1 think it was §ine. 1 think the only, it was always a Lot of other children
you could play with and there was certain regimentation that you had to undergo,
but you Leawwed to Live with it and you knew that if you conformed to the rules and
negulations you got the priveleges, whatever they were and you were Liked by the
supervisons and you got along with the othern children. There was a feeling of
inferionity when you were away rom the Home, at school you whenever you went away,
T mean outsdide of the walls of the Jewish Children's Home.

Question: Why do you think that was?

Well, because you didn't have all the things that the other chikdren had. You
didn't have as many clothing as they had, you didn't have the toys Like they had,
at the time of Holidays, you couldn't brag that you got this forn Chanaka because you
didn't. VYou used to hear the other kids talk about the things they had, all the trips
that they went on and the things that you didn't do orn you just didn't have the
benefits on the pleasures of the things that they had and the teachers at Newman knew
you were a child from the Home and some of them treated you with a Litile bit o4
patronization on such as you better do night on else they were goding to hear about
it. ARR of them were not Like that, but some few were. They thought that they were
being benevolent to you if they did things for you, what do you expect, he's from
the home, on things Like that.

Question: You found alot of that?

Not alot, occasionally. 1 do rnemember one time shontly after 1 had Legt the
Home, one of the boys came up to me and he said congratulations you're not in zthe
Home anymore, why didn't you tell me that you Legt. 1 said why, what difgerent does
it make, and he says, well since you say it that way, that it doesn't make a difference,
and T owe you an apology.

Question: Do you remember any of the rules that the Home had? Was there rukes that
you had to follow?

Oh, yes. VYou had to stay in bed until you were allowed to get out of bed. 1
could nemember from time to £ime being punished at math time because I didn't got fo
sheep when it was time to go to sleep. 1 was always being punished for not Laying
SELLL.  Wekk, Like T said, we were very regimented and naturally there had Zo be
negimentation to accomplish the things that they had to do, you had fo be on time for
meals, you had Zo get out of bed and get dressed at the night time and you had £o
keep you area clean and you had to keep you drawer where you clothes were kept, you
had to keep them very onderly, and such as that. VYou had to take care of your clothing.
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1 developed a saying about Life, about people of duAIAhagge&A because if you wanted Lo
Ampness the supervisors with how well you cleaned up and dusfed your area, you dragged
you dust rag on the floor, got it dirty s0 that you show how clean you were getting
things. 1 say that some people are dust raggers because they got dint Zo show what
they are doding.

Question: You were definitely punished if you broke some of the rules?

Yes, as an instance that they tell about me being punished and it was, Uncle
Havy used to give stornies on give Lectures on sermons every Friday night and he would
base it on certain istances and this one night the sermon was based on attitude and
he would go into the stony about attitude. He told of an instance about how Albert
Fox was punished and when he was zodd by the supervisorn that she didn't Like his
attitude he told hen ok T wouldn't have an attitude. Oh, yes you got denied going Xto
the movies on Satwrday night on you got denied staying up, you could be sent to bed
early on you were punished by being made fo go 84t on you Locker down in the basement,
on you couldn't go out in the evening and play baseball on watch the big children play
baseball, orn you couldn't go swimming when Lt was time to go swimming. They had Lots
of difpernent things for discipline.

Question: Did you have chores to do?

Yes. They called them groups, you could be in the Laundry group or you could be
in the gront yard group, orn the courntyard group, or the backyarnd group. If you were
in the Laundny group when you come home agter school you woukd go down in the Laundry
and get the basket of clothing for you area and it was youwr job to distribute the the
nest of the chifdnen thein clothing. 1§ you had gront yard group, you had %o keep: the
the Leaves raked and the sidewalk sweep and things Like that. The ginks had kitchen
group, where they had to wash dishes aften meals and things Like that.

Question: Do you remember who your special griends were in the Home?
Oh, yes. We stiLE see them grom time fo time. Do you want Lo know who they wene?
Interviewern: VYes, we'ne thying Lo get names and things.

Woodrow Pozyawf”QZ; 4is now a doctorn and Lives in Mobile, ALabama; Rakph Gayner,
who we hear from from time to time, at that time his name was Ralph Ginsberg, in gact
a memben of Gates of Prayern is his brother night now, Manny Gayner.

Question: What stagd members do you recall?

Oh, 1 necall quite a few of them. There were those that we didn'f respect and
those that we did Love and respect and those that had a very profound ingluence on us.
One of the greatest people that T knew was Wanda E. Packet, she had such an Anfluence
on us that Ralph Gayner named his children agter hern and she was not a very wekl
educated person but she was an inspiration because she was self educated, she did a
Lot of neading and she exposed us to good reading. Than there was H.B. Marks who
became a very manent pediatiician here in New Onleans. He was s0 tewrific he had
his entine Library brought from Monroe, Lowisiana and made available fo us kids and
he used to make us sif and Listen to the classical music and the opera. 1§ you wanted
to be around H.B. Marks, you sat quiet while the music was playing and you got exposed
to it. He also, H.B. was a medical student at the time, Harry L. Ginsberg has devised
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a system of emplLoying medical situdents at the Jewish Children's Home as superuisols
and big brothers. And as such they could help us with our studies and also do duty
to rnelieve the negular staff members and they also would go to some camp and hedp
with the children 4in camp when they went to Bay St. Louis. H.B. was one of those
people that was there and spent a Lot of time with us and also exposed us to a LoZ
of good Literature and good music and also was a very highly principled person. 1
think Hawy L. Ginsberg was a really §ine person, he was the superintendent and there
werne a Lot of times that T takked with him and he has a very good philosophy of Life
and he helped me to understand things. 1 think that he was responsible for trying
fo make the Jewish Children's Home as much wunlike an institution as possible, and
that he saw to it that the Long, Large dormitories was separated into individual
nooms. He also had the brain chikd of biinging these students from the univernsity
to act as big brothers and guides and 1 think that he also had a philosophy of

even though children would abuse things, they couldn't Live in a steel house because
they would not destroy it, but they should have dealt with things arwound them 50
that they could Learn to appreciate them and that when they got to be older they
would have experienced them and knew how fo handfe them, as such he did get delicate
fuiniturne fon the children so0 that they could appreciate it. He had us kids Leaan
how to ne-finish it and things Like that, he also taught us how to paint the building
and as we did the othern clean up things. 1t was often said that he was a Little bit
arbitrany and he didn't do the night thing by certain of the children, but I think
he did the night thing by most of the children because he felt that we had to be
prepaned to face Life and his feelings were that those that were educated enough and
those sensible enough should go on to higher Learning and that there were those who
were not going to be capable of being college graduates, who he thought that they
ought to have a trade 50 he devised a system of having certain children Leave Newman
Schoot and go to trade schools o go to business schooks and centain of the children
didn't Like it because he made enemies with them, but I think in the overall he
séncenely thought he was doing the best. This was a big responsibility, but 1 know,
I'm centain of the kids who are very successful because they didn't go fo coflege
and are very successful in thein business because they did go to Delegado and Learn
a thade, of course there are certain people out therne that are bitten at it because
in spite of At they did go to college. So, give the devil his due, he did the best
he knew how, and 1 think he was very progressive and ahead of his time at the Lime
for what he did for us.

Question: Ane there any othens on the staff that you remember?

Oh, yes. We nemember his sister, her name was Bergern, one of the kids named hen
Bugs Bunny because she was not a bright as she should have been and she couldn't cope
with them on with me, but I Learned how fo accept her and give hern the rnight nespect,
othen kids didn't feel Like they had to and they were in troublLe with her all the Lime.
There was another supervison. Incidentally, sthange as it may seem, she was H.B. Marks
cousin, but she only thought that we payed attention to her because of the things she
could get fon us, in othen wonds if you wanted to go get a game out of the Locker, which
was kept under Lock and key you had to go to Iwma %o get the key and she would make
nemanks, "yes the only time you see me and the only time you talk to me is when you
want something”, well, I thought she was stupid, but 1 mean this was the way it was
and you had fo Learn fo cope.
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Question: But by and Large do you think that most of the stafg were good for the
chikdrnen? Did whatever they could gorn them?

1 think that Haowvy L. Ginsberg had his staff meetings and he had you know, Like
any principal of any school all of his teachers are not going fo be perfect, but he
wonks with what he has. 1 think all in all they did a good fob, all of them didn'Zt
have the same insight, all weren't Wanda Packerns, but 1 think that eventhough Sonia Bergen
may not have been the most intelligent her heart was good, she spent a Lot of time with
us, she spent a Lot of time seeing that we had w we needed.

Question: Do you remember what time you had to get up 4in the morning?

1 think we got up at 6:45 A.M. on 7:15 A.M., 1 don't nemember exactly. 1 do
nemember one time that 1 woke up eawly and 1 got dressed and 1 walked into the back
yard and T bumped into Haowvy L. Ginsberg and he said does Aunt Sonia know you are back
herne and 1 said no, and he says well 1 think you bettern go tell her. 0f cowwse 1 got
punished. That was one of those instances where you were supposed to stay in bed
until the bell rang and then you had to get up and|get dressed and go eat breakfast.

Question: 15 that what happened, bells would ring | when you were supposed to do things?
Oh, yes.

Question: 1s that how they Lef everybody know that it was Lime to get up, fo get
dressed, to go to breakfast, whatever?

Right. Just Like on a ship, the chief petty ofgicer gets up and says now hear
this, the bells tell you what to do.

Question: What time did you go to bed?

1t depended on how ofd you were. As T was growing up Ln the Home they had a
nwiseny department, they had a funion department and they had a boys department and
they had a ginks department. As nuwsery, they were boys and girks, co-educational;
as funion department, they were boys and ginks, but when the ginks had something %o
show they Left the funion department and they went|to the ginks sdde.

Question: About what time were meals?

Well, I think they were at 5:30 or 5:45 P.M. for supper and 1 think Lunch was
always at noon and £t was sont of coordinated with|school 50 that you could always
walk home and eat Lunch and then eat Lunch and go back fo schoof. Breakgfast was
coondinated 50 that you could get to school fon the 8:30 class. 1 think we ate
breakfast at 7:00 A.M., we got up at 6:45 A.M. we had to be ready for 7:00 on either
7:15 and then by 7:30 you had to be out and you had to be ready forn inspection to
go to schook.

Question: They Looked you over before you went to| school? What, to make swre that
you were dressed properlfy?

Ves, yes Andeed. Sdmetimes when the the whether was inclement the nuise came
down grom the ingirmany to see what you had on. She was always making the kids wear
the naincoats if the whether was bad. You know, who wants to be dragging that rain
coat to school.
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Questions:

Well, we had games and we
wsed to be a play time and Zthe
downstairns on the weekend aften
agternoons in the backyard they
04 cowse, on the weekends you
regularn school nights you ate y
at the night time you went to b
have music on radio shows down
they had movies that they would
thene was that one instance tha
that night. There were childre
a Lot of shating around the s4d
perimeten of the courtyard was
would fust continuely skate arag
us to Audubon Park and you woul
if even therne was any tickets d
shows on things Like that.
Question: Do you recall any o4
celebrate Passovenr,

Very much s0. In gact we
we had a Sadder and T had Lean

Do you hemember what

you did forn fun?

had, a Lot of the fun was cultural as 1 recall. There
kids played a Lot of cards and they used Zo meet
supper and they would have card games, on in the
would have baseball games, on something Like that.
would go downstains if you weren't punished. On

our supper and you went to yowr studies and than

ed. Occasionally, they had one radio and they would
in the §ront and if you had been good that week, on
show down Ain the gront, you got to see the movies

t 1 had a bad attitude that T didn't go to the movie
n games and there were older children games, kids did
ewalk, in the courtyard there was dirt, around the
this wide pavement about 7 on § feet wide and you

und the thing, or there was volleyball, or they take
d swim and we would go on picnics Ain the summest Ltime
onated to ithe Jewish Children's Home we would go:fo

the special celebrations in the Home? Did they
Chanuka, things Like that?

even went through the four question bit. The Passover
ed the fourn questions, it was supposed to be the

youngest chikd in the Jewish Children's tome, but it was easy Lo keep reusding the

same kid. Uncle Harry Ginsberg
and he says 1 expect that one ¢

made the nemark when T stood up for the rehearsal
§ these days 1'm going to say who's going Zo ask the

fourn questions and this wheezing ofd man is going fto say 1 am.

Yes, there was Passover ay
04 the children. They were mee
Fourth of July was a big event,
golden city, at that time they
the most good B points thoughot
were that yearn and there were ¢
done on the fowtth of July and
used to make up things about %

Friday nights were very w
always had the holley on Friday

gon Friday night supper. You

Friday night supper.
Question: Did you have a chan

Yes they did. 1t was rea
existence on Prytania Strheeft a
were told to brning home a birt
everybody would s4ing happy birn
came from McKenize's. The gin

Question: How did they get a

itd

1d there was Chanuka and they did have foys for each

b, but they did have toys. They did Light the candles.
in fact it was the, they have what they called the
would call attention to the children who had earned

ot the year and a big issue was made on how good you

entain monetarny awards, 1 think. This was always
there was a baan §ire there, 50 of the older kids
e supervisons they didn't Like, orn things Like that.

w08 obsenved, there was always special food and they
y night. That was one time that you were never Late
vould neally get the rap of God Af you were Late for

ne fo celebrate your binthday?

Ly cute, believe it on not McKenize's was An

nd whenever somebody had a birthday one of the children
hday cake and they would have a birnthday cake and
thday. The thing that depressed me was that that cake
st McKenize's was the one on Prytania Streef.

cake big enough to give everybody a piece?
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Oh, it was at your table, you family at the ftable, all the children didn't
share in 4t, but those at your table did.

Question: How often did you get to see your own family while you were £iving 4in
the Home?

Forn a whilfe, my young brothern was in the nwwsery, 1 was in the junion department
and my oldern brother was in the boys department, s0 we did not get to see each other
much then because we were just in difgerent groups. When I got in I think my §reshman
year on my sophomore yearn of high school Uncle Harny had got this program going where
you had Little individual nooms and 1 had a room with my brothern, and 1 remember my
younger brothen accusing us of not Liking him because he was in the funiorn department
and my older brother and T was in the boys area and we had a room fogether and we
had more in common.

1 think 1 necall that T was in the thind on fourth grade at the time that she
Legt and went to Live in Cincinnati. 1 didn't see a Lot of my sister when T was
at the Jewish Children's Home. Finst of all, she was seven years ofder and that
could make a trhemendous difgerence between us.

Question: How old was she when she Left the Home?

She was fifteen on sixteen years old. Kids at that time could ginish schook,
she went to Sophie Wright, the ginls business school and then she went to Live An
Cincinnati with my ghandmother. When children got old enough =~ when they ginished
high schook on g§inished trade school they were sent back to the city from whence
they came. The Federation was the intermediary or the collecting of the disseminating
agency in the Jewish Children's Home Program, 50 that when a child got to be a
centain age they Legt and the Federation than had the responsibility of seeing Lo
AL that they got situated. _

Question: Your gfathern was here in New Onleans, did youwr mothern pass away?

She was placed in Jackson, I don't nemember if it was Jackson, MS. on Jackson, LA.
She became mentally depressed and she had to be somewhere she could be faken care
0f. 1 have a very faint nemembrance of mother coming to see us at the Jewish Children's
Home shontly after we were placed in the Home, but that is all 1 rnemember. The Last
time 1 saw my mother was when she had died, she was brought to New Orleans and 1 was
in the §igth grade at the time and my sister had fo come back down from Cincinnati
and then went back up to Cincinnati with daddy with mother to bury her. 1 onky
nemember my mothen three orn four times in my Life, one time when she sent her sLippess
down o daddy to put an internsole in the slipper, 1 can remember him faking a big
pain of scissons and making an internsole for hern s&ipperns, and the time with the bread.
The time that she brought a Loaf of bread to us and the time that 1 saw her in the
casket. That's all T remember.
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Question: Did you see your gather on a regular basis?

Well, he used to come on Sundays and 1 think that he used to come almost every
Sunday. In the agternoon he used to take us down to see some of his friends on
fake us to a movde.

Taterviewen: 1 can remember verny vividly your father bringing you boys, the three
o you, fo our house quite often.

Yes, Lt was one of the Rosen Ladies that had these big deficious pwiple
grapes and T nemember getting that purple juice on my pants, it stayed in my pants.

Question: 1 presume that you could get telephone calls and things Like that?

T don't nemember. Sylvia Fox got telephone calls because she worked in the
Ingiumany and they had a telephone.

Question: Did you ever go to camp in Bay St. Louis? What was Lt Like going there?

Yes. 1t was fun, we used to Look fomwarnd to it. 1t was a big event, in fact one
of the biggest events of going to camp was saving up special things to have on the
thain that you were going to play with, a card game, on a book that you were going Zo
nead, on something Like that. 1t was a big event. The olden kids was always telling
you how Long it was going to take, orn how many more miLes we had to go before we
were there. The trip took two hours from New Ornleans to Bay St. Louis. We used fo
all go down to the L & M station and get on the train and then go Zo Bay St. Louis.

It was a Lot of fun. Eventually it got to be that the Jewish Children's Home was
given a six week period every summer in Bay St. Louis and we worked at camp Like we
“used to work on St. Charles Avenue hedping to develop the camp and to make At nice.
We were making walk ways through the woods, we made a big baseball field in the

back and there is an okd story about my brother that 1 nemember. My older brothen
was very good at digging and we had the chore of going back .in the back to dig a pit
to put the garbage.in and 1 nemember one of the supervisons then when we were going

to make a great big deal out of dedicating the gatbage pit that my brother had dug and
he got there and the assistant superintendent gave him a Lecture and he said in the
Lecture, Aif all the children here at this camp eat food Like the children at our fable
ghoup there won't be any garbage.

Question: You mentioned that you did have a big brother? Was that the big brother
big sisten system there?
Yes.
Question: Do you remember who your big brother was?
Rogen Perkis. He was one of the big brothers.
Question: What was he Like?

He was tough. 1 nemembern the time that Roger punished me and T wouldn't be
quiet, and he told me that 1 was the most persistent child that he ever saw.

Question: What are some 6f the things that you did together with youwr big brother?

Well, the big brother was wsually in charge of your work project, or An charge
04 seeing that you got to the table on time, orn that you did the things that you were
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supposed to do. They actually assisted the supervison who was in charge of the
children.

Question: DAd you have a big brother who was not a part of the Home, someone ffrom
the outside?

They had big sistens and big brothens now that you mention Lt, but 1 a Ms. Simon
who was supposed to be ouwr big sisten, actually they had assigned big sisterns and big
brothens, who were people who could take the children out orn who could give them
attention on extra things. 1 think that there was a closer relationship, more a
dialogue between my big sistern. We were fust hen Little brotherns, but 1 don't remember.
I guess T was just kind of confused with the question that you asked.

They did have what they called family groups in the structure of the organization
0§ the children at Home. They did have a big brother who was one of the older
childnen, to see that the congorm and usually the big brother and the big sistern were
An charge of the table where you ate and the other children were part of that group.
We did sit at the fable with my sistenr.

Question: Did you go to Newman School all the way through?
Yes.
Question: You Left the Home at the age of 13, how did you continue to go to Newman?

As bad as T was, T guess T was s3LLL one o4 the fair haired boys. Uncle
Hary had a very high hegarnd forn me, T guess T was a nice kid he thought. He did
say to me, I nemember him calling Mr. Henson who was the principal and saying that
he wanted me to continue going to Newman and Mr. Hemson said yes, he's a fine boy, 1
think we ought to Let him. So 1 did. 1 graduated grom Newman.

Question: How did you Like going to Newman School?

1 Liked it, 1 thought it was a very fine school. 1 Liked a Lot of the teachens
there, some of them T didn't Like. 1 thought Newman was a very fine schoof. 1 Liked
LE.

Question: DAd you have any school friends that were not Home kids?

Yes. One of the kids that made a remark to me that "Really congratulations, you're
not a Home kid anymone."

Question: Did you visit with kids that were not Home kids, did they visit you?

Not s0 much when T was 4in the Home. 1 used to occasionally get Lnvited to kids
parties. 1 guess my griendships forn these othen students developed mone agtern 1
Left the Home. 1In fact T bumped .into one of them in Washington, D.C. of all places
dwiing the Warn, Charlie Durel, another one that 1 was very frlendly with was Harold
Victon and Douglas Shearn, who 1 don't see too much.
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Question: You Left the Home at the age of 13, where did you go then, what happened?

Welk, ourn father had remarnrnied and Uncle Harny, that's Hawvy Ginsberg the
superintendent, thought At was a good Aidea since my father was remariied that his
children and he should be reunited and we should Live as a family rathern than me
staying on at the Home, which 1 didn't want fo do. 1In all of his wisdom Uncle
Harwy saw AL and he made me feel that it was the best thing that 1 could do and
that 1 should not Look back on Lt with nemonse ever and not say that Lt would have
been better if 1 had gone orn if 1 had stayed he said because you would never know,
just take it one day at a time.

Living wasn't as plush as it was in the Jewish Children's Home, beleive it
orn not, but that's the way Lt was.

Question: As you think back on Lt now, do you consider your years 4in the Home Lo
have been a good or a poorn experience?

1 think that they were good experiences. 1 thought that when T was having this
interview with you that 1 might make a statement that 1 think that the Jewish
Children's Home was a very good place, was very profound, had a Lot of ingluence
on me and 1 am sure that it made me what 1 am foday. Taught me Zo be patient, taught
me to accept Life the way it is and that even though there were unhappy expefiences
therne 1 think that what 1 Learned there and the people that I met and the people
that 1 Learned to admire, that I am very happy about having been there. Like 1T
sadd 1 Legt neluctantly, grom a tuly selfish standpoint T myself felt that it was
best fon me there, that T could be what I wanted to be in Life better there than by
Leaving.

Question: Do you think you sistern and brotherns felt the same way that you did?
Orn do they have different feelings?

No, T rneally don't know how my oldern brothen felt about it because he died duiing
the War and he was 22 on 23 when he died. We never had an opportunity to discuss that
on talked about it. 1 think that my younger brother was very unhappy, and strangely
enough my wife knew him many years before she knew me, and the f§inst time that she met
me she found out that I had been in the Jewish Children's Home and she never knew that
my younger brothen had, having known him fon several yearns. 1 don'Zt think that he was
as happy with it as 1 was and didn't accept it, on didn't get out as much as 1 did.

Question: Do you know the reason forn that?

No. 1 think its fust the way he was and 1 was the way 1 am. 1 really don't know.
The people in the tHome who were my personal friends, 1 guess I enjoyed them and them
enfoyed me and the good supervisons that were boan to nespect and Love, they made me
happy, they made me contented. What they did to my brother, I nevern discussed Lt with
him. 1 really don't know.
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Interviewesn: That's interesting, that two in the same family would have such
diffenent feelings about the same type of experience.

My wife has told me grom time to Lime, having associated with a Lot of the people
from the Jewish Children's Home and seeing there attitude toward Life and she said
that they feld into two ghoup, they eithern Liked the Jewish Children's Home or they
hated it, and that they were eithen tried of At on they wouldn't Let anyone know about
Lt. They would keep Lt a sechet. /o

Question: 1s there anything that especially stands out in your memorny about the
times in the Home, something that was a high point? Maybe even a Low
point?

No, T don't think that there was anything. 1 can remember being punished and
they had a bad, bad supervison, she figured that the way you punished children was
to take them out, khind of Like the Lady who Lived in the gingen bread house and Liked
to bake children, she figured that if you were a bad child she would take you out in
the middle of the night and sit you on the porch and Let you be uncomgortable. 1
can nemember the warmth and the feeling in contrast to that with Muws. Wanda Packet.
I can think of the happy, happy moments 1 had with H.B. Marks and the pure enjoyment
in discussing books, sitting and Listening to music, things Like that. 1 don't
think that there was any high, high point, on any Low point other than maybe that one
Anstance.

Question: Did you get any kind of religlous trhaining?
Very much s0. We went to Sunday schook.
Question: Where?

They had made arnangements, the Jewish Children's Home had made aviangements
with the three neform congregations and all the kids were divided up to go to eithern
Sinai on Touro on Gates of Prayer and you went fo religious school, you got congimed
when you became confirmed you passed into a certain of privileges and responsibility.
The confinmants slept Latern because on certain days they were going to go to Temple,
on they fasted. 1t was a big deal made when you were congirmed. You changed grom a
Little chikd to an adult. 1 think that the biggest attendance at religious services
were kids from the Home, they were either kids §rom the Home and adults, those were
the ones who attended. They went every Saturday, after you were confirmed. At the
age of 13 orn 14 your were confirmed. 1 was confinmed agten 1 Left the Home, T was
confirmed when T was 14, 1 Legt the Home when T was 13. We went every Saturday. 1
went to Temple Sinai and 1 was confirmed at Temple Sinai, in gfact there one or Awo
years after 1 was confinmed and then Rabbi Legt and it broke my heart
and T didn't Like that new Rabbi, which 1 Zatfer Zearned fo Love Rabbi Faiberman.

Question: Did you time in the Home affect your Later Life, do you think?
No. 1 don't think so.
Question: Did Lt help you prepare forn Later Lige?

1 think it might have. 1 think it was a good place, they did a good job forn us
kids. At the time the philosophy on how to haise children from broken families was
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fo put them in an institution. 1 think since then they found out that it was betten
fo put them in a family setting, fust Like Harry Ginsberg was me fo go back into the
gamily because he thought that was bettenr.

Internviewern: Tell me a Little bit about what happened to you after you Legt the Home?
What did you wltimately do?

1 §inished Newman and 1 had decided that 1 wanted to get a collfege degree and
1 decided that T was going to go get a degree. 1 went to LSU, during the time that
1 was out of the Home, but yet stillL associated with the Home, Uncle Harry mentioned
to me one day, 1 think that you're going to go fo college, but when you do get
ready to go to college, we do have funds available to help our children go to
college, 30 when you get ready come back and talk to us. 1 do think that they were
a Little to sevene, to strnict, on too stingy, and 1 hate to use the wornd stingy,
because T don'Zt think it was a question of stingy, but 1 think it was a question of
trying to do the best of a philanthropist to not waste the effonts given gorth by
the philanthropist and in theirn eagerness to do as good a job as they coukd they may
have been a Little too severe with us going to school and didn't allow us orn didn't
suggest to us that we have a Little more to be able to relax to be able to spend
more time Ain studies and also spent some Lime Ain recreation. Out your expense
account that you would have a certain amount of money for clothing orn forn pleasures,
o fon recreation, Lt was fust what you needed fon schook, and 1 think that were Lt
allowed us to have that high degree, that higher education, Lt made an inbitterness
temporarnily, got me fto the point where T just sald to hell with it, 1 don't want
thein money, 1'm going to go get whatever 1 need, if 1 have to I1'#L get it and 1
did. But I am thankful for Lit, 1 think it was a Little bit misadministered, it was
too severe to ask a student, a chikd to Live on such a meager allowance, {nstead
0f encauraging them to have a fullern Life.

Question: Well, how did you supplement the money?

You fust worked and you didn't ftake a §ull cowrse of study.
Question: What deghee did you get?

I got a degree in chemical engineering.
Question: What do you do now?

1 build, because T met a gl who's father was in the building and 1 found out
when T had finished and gotten my degree and 1 was getting ready fto interview gor
empLoyment , the point came home fto me that if 1 pwiusue the profession of chemical
engineerning 1 would not have a good family Rife, that T would be uprooted and 1 would
be away from my gamily a Lof.

Question: Was there anything else you would Like fo teklf us about? Have you ever gotten
togethern with any of the ex-home kids?

Yes. Two of the people who had a big ingluence on me which I never talked about
50 far was Jean and Lawrence Avegno. Jean 1 think is responsible for these fwo kids
being mariied, she was instrumental in getting us both to the Jewish Children's Home
summes camp as counselons and that when we got to know each othern, and that's when we
fell in Love and got maviied.
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1 continue to see Jean and Lawrence agten 1 became a member of the congregation
o4 Gates of Prayer.

Jean was responsible, she §or many, many years was the secrnetary of the Alumni
Association of the Jewish Children's Home, they used to use this as a vehicle fo
get athletic equipment for the children in the Home. The Abumni Association would
make donations so that they would have these extra things for the children and Jean
did schedule and coordinate reunions quite ogten.

There is some citizens here in New Onleans, Ralph Beerman and his wife, who
anytime an ex-home kid would come to New Onleans they would open house for them.
In fact Ralph's wife always have parties for us ex-home kids. Besides the meeting
and the get togetherns they used to have at the Jewish Children's Home when the
building was sLiLL there, Ralph and his wife had get togethers. Roger Perils would
have home kids oven. 1 think we had a few cver the yeans. As was said earlien,
you eithern Liked your time Ain the home orn you hated ALf.



