ol ey Louis Petens

" The Jewish Children’s
care of our orphans .and

" Today — the

'S That’s what we were — we kids
"iwho were raised in the [ewish
* Children’s Home in New Orleans.

mse% o

one parent and the inability of the
% because fate had decreed the

* Fortunate, because of all the insti-

- tutions we could have been sent g

“to, near and far,” fate further

_decided, that because we were -
-‘born Jewish, and lived in one of .
i the seven southern states, we were

Home in New Orleans took

more than one hundred years. This was during the
‘times when the poor of Houston yvere_unable to care
for themselves or their relatives’ offsprings. .~ 7
Louis Peters and his late twin Sam were bo;th one of - |
“the ‘“fortunate _unfortunates’’, as he says. His tpuch-
ing account of those days follows in several segments. .
Jewish Children’s .
the outgrowth of that same Home, still provides many
sevices for children among us and around us.

! Unfortunate, through the death of ¥
‘remaining parent tg..care for us,.

:alternative ~was an institution..

distressed youngsters for

Regional Service,

mong the “elite” and should be =
raised “in - the’ Jewish - Childrén’s 7
Home. i - sl seisss it

“ Looking at it in retrospect, and .
from-the vantage point of age, we &
‘were indeed -the lucky ones. We
had advantages seidom known and
“experienced by the average child
‘in the normal family group. 13
. sometimes feel a little: sad for

- those children’, who were ‘not
privileged to “be raised - in the
‘Jewish - Children’s Home, “circa -

-weren't the unforiunate ones.” °

oo

"l ‘the ‘warm feeling’ of a mother
I “ straightening your tie before going

i |

= True, there were a’ few dis-
“advantages, such as never knowing
| on a date. There’s no denying that
those witnessed acts of tenderness .
esonietimes’ were the cause of little. .
“inward pangs * of . envy. Maybe,
l that's the reason, as adults, the
L family units are s6 extremely im-

“portant to us, and as parents, we

[]

|

+11925-1932, an¢ wonder if they |
29
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. have a tendency to be a wee bit
-~ more.indulgent of our children. ~
‘2. As compensation for the loss

brothers and sisters, we were
never faced: with the problem of

O Lottt S L0 L X

hours in the day.

“who wants to play ball” and in a
.matter .of. minutes a.game is in

facilities, and always the play-
, that was almost too simple. Only
“a matter of walking into the music

the week, and_ discuss the details

" tendent’s - n.agnificer: - .personal

~your disposal. 23
-~ How many children have had

. exhausting day of playing, fishing,

ities,

R e
B s

of the small family unit, with 250

.boredom.. Life'~was: young and: .
‘exciting. . There were/never enough

Raise your voice.and shout,.:
‘progress. We had the equipment, -

‘mates. Should you desire to learn
to play a musical ‘instrument —

. library. Eitler, or uoth, were at

" FORTUNATE — UNFORTUNATES 3

" ‘popular songs of the day. Not

.very many. _
..+ Singing, always singing. How

~important a part of our lite, at

that age, was singing. | can stiil see
“us kids, at camp or on those
“hiking * trips,” sitting aroud a
campfire singing. Even tociay, 1
- can hear the nosialgic strains of
;. “Love’s Old Sweet Song”.

How _many brothers had
dozens of sisters, or.vice ve'ia, 10
““teach them to dance? Not many.
- My memory returns to those
* “non-school”’  nights when, zather-

“danced to the music of the player
, piano, the radio with its big band
music, or one of our own tziented

_kids making the baby grand
*“talk”, We didn’t all becone ex-

of instrument and lessons with the
_professional:, music . instructor.
‘Maybe a quiet period of reading
“suited your mood, There were
- two libraries, other than the pub- -
. lic library that was available, from .
* which to-‘choose, The Home’s
adequate library or the superin-

the ecstasy ‘of going tc *heir zvn
“camp every summer,” with the .
piney woods at your back door,
"the * roaring . surf at’ your front
“‘door, for a seven week period?
And at the end of a physically "

swimming or a myriad of activ-"
enjoying the peaceful :
drowsiness, sitting on the pier or -

beach, under the stars, singing the

, y . perts,- but_with so_many in the :
.room, on three specified days of ' ARt bEey beduio i ‘

family participating, . 'we all
learned the latest steps.” «

The only co-educational school
in the City of New Orleans is a
private school named Isidore New-
man School. It is . located two
blocks from the Home. Starting
with kindergarten and continuing
through high school, in the same
buildings, its reputation for exce}-

lence is so renowned, that even to

this day children are registered at

birth to assure admittance at |

school age. Ironically, only two
classes of society could afford the

R o e
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cost of tuition. The children of °

the affluent and the children of .

the Home. Mr. Newman, the

- wealthy founder of the school and
: . benefactor . to the Home, stipu-
ing in the large livingroom, we '

lated” in the school’s charter the

binding relationship between the

two. This farsightedness subjected

~us Home kids to an educational
.environment that

resulted . in
many outstanding scholars.. ‘

., { — Continued next week — )
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- FORTUNATE -

Last week Louis Peters began the fascinating account oi his years in the
. Jewish Children’s Home of New Orleans. His story told of the remark="
___able role of the Home — taking care of our orphans and distressed
" youngsters for more than one hundred years. That segmeit ended with |

the part that the Isadore Newman School played’ in the lives'of the

Home Kids.

Nor were our home study_.
. periods left te haphazard chance :.

or the mooc of the child. After
the evening ieal, on any school

. night, there was a specific time
and place devoted to study and
lessons for the: following school °
day. In an upstairs study hall,

supervised by students from

Tulane Medical School, in ex- 3

change for room and board, we

children had the added advantage
of an able tutor if assistance was .

needed.

There weren’t many children
. who were lucky enough to have

quality medical attention and care
like us. With our own registered
nurse living on the premises,

adjacent to a well-equipped in-
- firmary and pharmacy, there was . '~ z ; 441y S
- her combination of medical. skill
..-and motherly love..- : :

never. a “family crisis” when ‘a
child became suddenly ill or frac-
tured a bone while at play. It was

a comforting, reassuring feeling, in .

our illness and pain, as we climbed
the stairs to the second story. For
we knew that waiting for us was

“Veenie’’ who would heal us with *

- 8Y. Louis ,,f/?stsu:;

~ Home,’ as it appeared in the

r i R
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A co}n;r of the Jewish Children ’s

30’

" “and the 40,

il
|
|

I remember the night she came.!

party, after receiving a call from

._her assiztant, to cool and caim my |

)

|
{
|
|

|

running home, leaving a dinner

urning, ,twisting . body,. and t
.soothe.my childish fears. The re- :

i tomy, was sheer luxury. Never
. was achild:more lovingly pam
Dlipered.” s ateaid o
Kid-like,
t-was necessary, to inconvenience
the docters, three times each sum-"
mer, just to give us preventative
" shots.’ Or the dentist who came"
twice ‘yearly 'to check our teeth.”

. about those things. 1 do know

e ‘that _because of. one of these. !

.- semi-annual dental” checkups, i
started - visiting ,, the orthodontist -
. for three years to have my teeth
= straightened.  Not many childrer
~“back in those days wore braces. -
i~ . To a child, a doctor is a doctor
_.and a dentist is a dentist. They
_/_neither knew nor concerned them-
~ selves with professionalism. May-
‘be- it was "because’ New Orleans -
<< was an outstanding medical city,
. 'with a famous - medical school;
 'maybe there were a lot of reasons,
. for | never found ouf, but what |
-+ did learn in my’adult years was
-simply . astounding. . That . those -
. medical people treating us, aimost
at. our:* beck ‘and’ call,” were not
~only highly. qualified, they were
‘among ‘the Who's ;Who . of the |
".’medical ©. profession:’ How fortu-
/‘nate can a child be?. - v o
%" What was the 't'special magic
! ‘used to’ discipline 250 active and
+ happy-“children, ‘ranging in. age
i freintwo to eighteen, with hardly
' an-appearance of :regimentation?
-Through the years, especially as a

P

. parent,
. question ha
- " trigued and

; i e i i ]
‘covery period, -after the tonsillec- §

cal punishment,“ffor' there were:

we used to wonder if | |

" 'Buti guess most kids wonder’

the ..answer. —to -thisy
tantalizingly = in-"
eluded me. | some- .
' times believed '} discovered the |
formula, onlyto ~discover _the"‘i
answer beyond my underst;mdmg.
“The answer couldn’t be physi-~

~ two rules that were unbreakable, |
especially by “adult members of_;é ,
the professional staff, One, it was |

an unpardonable " sin, “which |

e

involuntary slap for provocations
that would stretch the patience, |
even of a parent; to thqevjbreaking j
~ point. Two, it’ was mandatory,
almost to a degree of fanaticism,

5

l
|
usually resulted ‘in- dismissal, for \

‘ : metimes it was &
an adult to striks a child. Evenan weekends. -So

that every child sit at the dining”
. table and eat all their food at
| mealtimes. Unless they were away
i from the premises visiting family
Forfriends.. ~ " s :
i+ Perhaps. it was the matter-of-
¢ fact fairness ‘and absence of un-
“enforced ultimatums that made -
‘sense to the adolescent mind. All
~of us were aware that when dis- .
cipline was required, the “punish- |
ment would fit the crime”. if we |
"failed to hang our clothes in the |
“closet then we would, at the end
"of the school day, be punished by -
' monoionously hanging ur our
‘clothes for the lalance of the
afternoon instead of playing. Or if
[ we-went to school with unshined
"shoes, we would spend the after-
‘noon’ shining our shoes. Or if -our =
chores, like sweeping the dormi-
tory, weren't satisfactory,: we
“would spend the afternoon sweep- :
jng - the dormitory. There: were

¢ of Uncle Harry.- That rare

instances when we, like all chil-

dren, disobeyed . the " rules or
wgassed” our elders. When you
raised 250 children, you raised

250 personalities. Even then the
punishment was swift and certain,
and the extent of the punishment -
depended on "the seriousness of
the disobedience. Maybe you were
restricted to the premises for a -
weekend and couldn’t go to a
show, or a ballgame, or visit fam-
ily or friends. Maybe for  two

special privilege taken away or &°
few hours spent sitting on a .chz.:;
. in’ your ‘room, without radio of

reading material, contemplating
the indiscretion. Eh
.. Could it have been the genwut ./

144

dividual, Harry L. Ginsburg, yhci |
Laviauds, Py !

. as superintendent, was nationaly |
. recognized: as ‘an outstandi"g ' |
*authority on child psychology a:d .
..a leading; pioneer in advocating
* advanced ' philosophies_in chid ; |
care?. Accomplished ‘musicic, |
artist, ‘philosopher, spellbinding .
story teller,-able administra‘or
and good enough ball player to oe 1
" allowed a position on one of ur
ball teams. He was the court of -
I"last resort to the frustrated staff.
" member when a child becam: a
< "disciplinary problem. =
“ | still_ remember those vicits, ©
“though more than a half-centsry -
has passed, with a vividness as
‘though it was yesterday. Az I
‘entered his office and sat myself

Ak - T

in a chair facing his unlittered
desk, he would slowly turn, not as
an adversary or disciplinarian, but
with a touch of a smile upon his
lips say, in his well-modulated,
" calm voice, something like, “I'm
~surprised to learn that you are

' creating a problem because I've

always considered you to be an
_intelligent “and responsible boy.
There must be a logical reason for

" your actions. Let’s you and |,

S OO

together, intelligently ' and
logically see if we can find the
‘psychological reason’ for your
actions.” Then together we'd start
probing into my psyche. | do
believe that we kids grew up with
that phrase ringing in our ears,

“psychological reason for your '

actions.” There was no ‘way ' we
teenagers, regardless of how smart
or mature we thought we were,
could outwit or out-argue Uncle
Harry. He was a master, with few
peers, in child psychology.
Evidently the system worked —
and worked well. With extremely

few exceptions, children left the

home “as well-adjusted individuals
and entered the mainstream of

society as respected members of

. their community.

Through the charisma of his ~
. personality and the wisdom of his .

philosophy, he set into motion a
pattern of reforms that was to
- greatly affect the lives of us Kids.
i*The reforms he. advocated and
., fought for. were responsible for
i changing = an institution into
{ almost a boarding school. He
{ argued that” the world in which
_ the children would live as adults
[ had .no ‘real ‘relationship to the
¢ institution in which they were
' now" being raised.- He preached
. 'that one day, when society
ibecame. more enlightened,
i children would be raised in foster

¢ homes, “supervised ' by = pro- |

()



fessionals, rather than large insti-
tutions.

| remember that spring of
1925, when | first entered the
“Golden City” as a child of nine,

more clearly than the fall of 1932,

when | left. That’s what we called
the Home, “Golden City”. We

even sang a song composed by our
the’
'Golden ‘City. The monthly news-"

musical

professor about

letter appealing for funds was

“called the Golden City Messenger.
i To a barefoot, street-wise kid of

nine, going on twenty-four,
headed straight for the reforma-
tory, it was a Golden City come
true. The idea of having two pairs
of shoes, one for dress and one for
play, was luxury. Learning that as

.a normal routine people actually

.ate three meals a day, and at

‘specific times of day, was un-

believable. This beautiful world
was beyond my fondest dream.
Enveloping me like a warm, secure

_blanket, 1 knew instinctively that
_this was my own little world.

That’s what it was — our own
little world. A city within a city.
‘We had our own structure of

‘government called the “Family”.
At the head of each family was a
big brother or sister. Analagous to

' a Scout troop, the “‘family” was
the patrol and the big brother, or
 big sister, was the patrol leader.

There the similarity ceased. The
responsibility and especially the

authority that big brothers, or big |
sisters, had over the members of e
the family bordered on dictator- |

ship. (Note: | was Joe Samuels’

big brother). Responsible for the

performance ‘of big brothers and
sisters was a president and two
vice presidents. Oné set for the
girls and one set for the boys.

“Each of ‘Us had an “identifica-
tion number. The preflx “1" for
female " and i for male. My“
number “was - 268. Ours “was 2.
system . of : pumshment by
_demerits, called “checks The

‘amount of checks recewed if you

were caught, was determined by 3

" the rule broken. The accumulated

total for the week determined the
privileges ‘taken away. During the \%
!

_evening meal, a member of the

staff would read aioud for all- to
hear, the child’s number, the in-a
fraction of the rule, and the given .,
amount of checks. Sometimes,
when the reader paused for breathg
after calling a long list of num-|
bers, some smart alec, thmkrngl
themselves a quarterback, wouldl
yell “shift”. That was always good |
for a laugh. |
We had our own boy scoutl
troop, complete with uniforms,’
banners, tents and equipment.
Pulling our trek carts, that was the
most active troop in the city, we
hiked everywhere. A habit that®
was to continue for years after the .
troop was disbanded. \
There was little emphasis
placed on studying Judaism, none
on Hebrew, but we attended
Friday night services in our own
little synagogue on our. own:
premises, the superintendent read-?
ing the short service. g |
On the third floor was our own
movie theatre, equipped with pro-: |
Jjection booth, screen and theatre
chairs. Every Saturday morning.
‘two of the older boys would pick . i
up a can of film from the local |
“movie distributor,” and everw
Saturday night was “movie nitz". |

& st

By circumstance of pnde we'

_‘even acquired our own fraternity

" when one of our bright teenagers, | H
“not to be ‘outdone “by a few!

+ classmates " who

b

were . bragging
“-about the. kigh schoa.l"fraterni.y’
. to which ey belonged, proudly '
‘announced that he too belonged
_to a fraternity. When challenged

Sfor the name, he proudly pro-+
;‘_ .claimed
< never told them that “HK” stood

“HK” ' fraternity. He.:

for “Home Kids".. To this day we

* refer to each other as ex-HK’s.

.. And our own little store where,

i every Sunday “after. lunch, we
“could buy, out. ‘of our weekly

allowance, for mere pennies, :

ies ‘l;lge mndy and snow-

# g Yes, we had our own llttle crty

- within a city." “To us children at !

that penod in tlme it_was_com-

fortably secure and ~we _were -

‘happy. But. ‘there were forces of

“changg, of ‘which we had little

+knowledge or understanding, that

. once set into motion were to trau-
“matically tear away the fabric of .

our Golden City.

* When 1 “first “arrived, U_ncle_"‘
-Harry was the assistant, and a man ;
tnamed Vollmer :was superin-:
“tendent. Evidently, there must’
" have been a clash of personalities,
for on more than one occasion we

children could hear them heatedly .
argumg i remember going out of
“my-+way - to”stay out of Mr..
~Vollmer s sight. | feared him; smce’
ithe day only“a’ month“after my:
arnval whenJre gave mea tongue‘f1
lashmg ~for ‘running - inside * the -
gburldmg.- The last person glvmg;
=me so caustrc a tongue lashmg was j
polrceman
“Rumor had it that Mr. Vollmer\
“'was asked by the board of direcs
[ tors - to resign. Whatever the
. reason, he was replaced by a man
“named Lashman, who had been in.
; charge of our fundraising and pub-
Mic relations. Because he had never

-promoted. His
- -about the promotion were never
/" revealed, but Uncle Harry became
¢ the influencing force behind Mr
i~ Lashman.

- dearly _
i..Elatedly, 1 felt privileged, as my;
daily chore was to empty the gar- - |
““bage cans from his apartment. For®
" the first time in years there were | 1
. two men running the home, work- |
."ing in harmony. What had earlier
" been advocated was not intro-
""“~"duced as actuality. i

' movies
_drens’ theatre guild; and sporting
. events; and all the other =vents
< that children
"~ Some of us even became active
;-:members- of a
7 goodness high school  fraternity.

family, Uncle -Harry*was not'

inner feelings

Mr.” Lashman, an intelligent,

loved by the children..

= The first thing to go was the

. scout troop. The boys were in-
. structed, if they wished to be

scouts, to join an “outside’’ troop. -
Then the synagogue was closed
and; for the first time, we started
learning about Judaism. We were

. divided into three. groups, became
members of the three reform.
' synagogues,
* Saturday .. morning = services and
 Sunday
. night movies were discontinued

faithfully = attended
school. The Saturday
and - we started attending the.
“up town”; and the chil-

~wormalls  attend.

7al honest-to-
The winds of change began o
blow, and ‘with it went the com-.

life, fearfully but excitingly.

o &
. soft-spoken, kindly person, was '*

be'a'Home Kid.
..~ The winds of change ’-ﬁ?so i
“blowing in the ‘“outside” worid |

‘fortable security of our little city, |
¢ forcing us to face a more:-normal , |

j “of years and a very - short illness, ‘;;’

cern,

t

mamed, cnd it was the polncy 0; w
. the board-that the position should
. be filled by a married man with a

" Then,. seemingly, " tragec |
* struck ‘when, after only a coup: ':‘

death ‘removed Mr. Lashman, th
man ‘we loved. | remember, durir.

2 his short" illness, how we childrz:
- grieved over his |llness and pray\rl

)

for hlsrecovery TRRIGRT R

" Qur “concern after his deaw :
because of known board policy
was well founded.” But our ccn-
“uckily, was. short lived,
when Uncle Harry, confronting
the Board, stated that he vas

- married to the Home, his famiy "

were the kids, he would never
agam act as assistant, delivered an

- Board capitulated, appointed ¥im
- superintendent, and the wind: ~f
. change blew even harder.

" The ' demerit

“family”’. structure was disban. d;

-total responsibility and authority
:of “the "big brothers and sisiers

. .abolished;
‘numbers.

and names repliced
The long dormitciies

- were converted into small two and

it was breathtaking, but we hii-
dren started Iiving like other

-dren. Those were happy day; to

“*sounded the inevitable death inell
of my. Home that had livec for.
i;almost one ‘hundred years. The |

creasing.affluence of the )i wish,
commumty -and " the
assimilation of immigrants ° en-,
abled the’family, struck wit the’

misfortune of parental loss, o be*
‘.“better able to stick together The.

« population” of the Home s lrted,

dwindling.

ultimatum - that unless he t/as |
~ appointed  superintendent i .at|
very day, he would resign. ine

“three bed private rooms. At'tines ,."'

|

|

sihady, -

Paradoxically, | was both'
- happy and saddened, during a visit
in 1946, to find within this enor-"

‘:‘m‘ mous structure on a square block

frontmg fashlonable St. Charles

Avenue that there were only.
twenty-six children being cared
for.. There were as many profes-
sional staff members who had!

., devoted a lifetime of love, as there
"' were children.

Gone -was  the
' noisy, pulsating activity, except in
memory, of many kids at play, as
| sat on a bench in the inner
courtyard Replaced by a quiet
- hum' that to-me, lost in“reverie,¥
was hardly noticeable. :

I somehow “knew = with tur-
bulent emotion, as | took a last

- look on departure at this large
"5

beautiful baronial-styled building
with its neat front lawn bordered -

~ by a black ornamental iron fence,
’ system of |-
“checks’’ " was 'discontinued; e |

that | was gazing upon the end of
~an era and a place | had always_

: called Home. It closed its doors,

forever, just two years later. ]

I learned a valuable and ful-!
filling lesson “during those years,'
. that to this day has been secretlyk
+ treasured. That there was a dig-1
nity in receiving — as well as

~ giving. We children knew that our’
“hil- |1

“ Home was funded by the B’naii
B’rith, United Fund, philan-:
throprc foundatrons, Jewish '
communities in the seven South-
ern States, and a multitude of
people — we stuffed the envelopes
containing appeals for funds. Our

! price of admission to any major

theatre, baseball game, swimming '

Vo S A ; 1
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' pool, sporting event, etc., in the '
city of New. Orleans was the *
. simple phrase, “I'm from the Jew-
ish Children’s: Home”. Quickiy
and without fuss, we were ad- °
mitted. Memberships, by the hun- -
dreds, were purchased to the Chil-
drens’ Theatre Guild, in our name, -
by wealthy Jewish matrons who -
. remained anonymous. We didn’t
“*know at that time, nor concern
ourselves, what arrangements had
“been made, if any, whereby the
~ statement, “I'm from the Jewish -
Children’s Home” became the
open sesame to so many doors.
~Nor did | ever find out. Impor-
“'tantly, we were never made to
“ feel, nor did we ever feel, that
.. charity was given, or that charity
_Wwas received. It was given with.
~ dignity ~ it was received with
Ldignity. &M 2
~ When, fer economic reasons, it
.“became . evident that it was too"
ostly to maintain this large estab:
& lishment for so few children, and
" to close the Home, it was decided
© that the time had arrived to take -
advantage of advanced socio-
logicai ideas and to experiment '
with a new development in child
care. The concept of placing chil-
dren, under constant professional .
supervision, in foster homes, to be

raised and loved in the environ-
ment of a small family unit. That
was the beginning of the jewish
Children’s Regional Service. The
prophesy of Uncle Harry had _
come true. "~ . photographs
When the Home ceased to exist §§ are from the
as an organization for child care, o priceless :
the building and land were :
donated to the Jewish commu- Scri_lpbook
nity. After a couple of years, its of i
building, which was boarded and
dilapidated from non-use and lack
of repair, was finally demolished.
In its place, as a fitting tribute to
its memory, now stands the New
Orleans jewish. -Community
Center. fo

The Prophets of biblical times
admonished the people, preaching
it was not fine buildings and
_raiments, protestations of faith,
ashes and sackcloth that found
favor in the sight of the Lord, but
humility, justice, caring for the
widows and orphans. In humility,
allow me the dignity of asking our

~ Jewish community to consider

~joining the rest of us ex-HK’s in
supporting the Jewish Children’s
.Regional Service. This may afford
some future person at some
future date, with a heart full of
‘appreciation, the opporiunity to

- write about Fortunate  Un-

fortunates. el :

“Uncle Harry" Ginsburg, in the rofe h
‘was Superintendent during the time Lo

e loved best, telling
uis Peters was there.
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" Children found a bme in hbspitab;e New Or/éans f ' - ¥ e )
] rom all over th ; south. — Ar-
kansqs, Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee and Oklahoma. é )?u h A/a:ba,ma,.A_rh
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An aerial view of the beautiful /ewiéh Children’s Hom

e, its buildings

and grounds, prior to.

demolition — to make way for today’s [ewish.Community Center of New Orleans.

e

&

{:The main building of the /sido;'e Newms\:
School — later to become, with many ne
L _/ean; "finest qo{/ege preparatory school.

-

+ {Manual Trafning}

“#ditions, New Or-



