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ALUMNTI PROJECT INTERVIEW WITH
Sam Freedman, Miamd

September 21, 1983, Telephone interview with Sam Freedman.

Sam Freedman, who entered the Jewish Children's Home in 217123 at
the age of 11 yearns, remembered a good deal of his Life priorn fo ente/z/mg His
gamily Lige had been chaotic. His parents separated when he was fwo and a half,
his mother going off and Leaving him and his three older brothens with the
gather. When M. Freedman was four yearns of age he and his brothers were
hospitalized forn what he thinks was removal of Lonsils and adenoids, and while
they were Ain the hoApiiai, Zthe father disappeared. The four boys were then
placed in the Faith Home in Houston, a non-sectarnian orphanage. Two years
Latern the fathern, then re-maried, retuwned and fook the boys out to Live with
him and his new wife. This maviiage Lasted only about another year, and when
the step-mother Left the fathern trnied o nearn the boys alone. Apparently there
was Litthe supervision of their activities, as Mr. Freedman referrned to thein
"running wild." When Mr. Freedman was 11, his father became LR& with tuber-
culosis, and was supposed to go into a saniforium. He tried very hard fo get
the boys into the Jewish Children's Home, but only he was eligible, since the
Jewish Chikdren's Home would not accept children over 12 yeans of age.

Mr. Freedman nevern saw his gather again. He recalls that in 1932 when he
was 15, Jean Avegno called him into hern ofgice one day and asked if he knew a
Monnis Freedman about whom there was an articke in the Houston paper. That was
his fathern, who accornding to the arnticle had taken his own Life. Mr. Freedman
necalls going back to his room and crying for houwrs.

Upon st coming Lo the home he was in Isolation gor two weeks, duiing
which time he was examined by the Home docton. He had fond recollections of
Anna Kamin, the nuwise. Other stafd he remembered with affection was Uncle Havy's
widowed zwsi:efa Mrs. Berger, with whom Ma. Freedman says he was "in Love." He
also recatled how very pretty the dietician "And BiLL Parker was someone who
was speclal Lo M. Freedman, since he taught him how to use tools and how Lo
build things. He Liked BILLL very much.

Mr. Freedman said that the §inst two yeans at the Home were his "bad Zimes,"
since he was not used to rules and felt that he was being "caged." He knows
now that Lt was better forn him than the Life he Lead with his father, but he
gelt nesentment at the rules to which he was unaccustomed. He said that
punctuality was very Lmportant, as he Learned the finst week he was there,
actually Learning the word forn the §inst time.

Some of his recollections were of raiding neighbons' §ig trhees with other
boys and stealing blackberries from neighboring yarnds. He also recalled sitting
on the gence watching the black Lads in the college across the sitreet practicing
football.
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Mr. Freedman described himself as "being obsessed” with sponts, at which
he was very good. However, this meant that he did not apply himsel§ to his
studies, and he made poor ghades, though many of his teachens told him that he
cowld do the work if he would put some attention and time to them. Accorndingly
he went to Newman only through 7th grade. The Home wanted to place him at
Delgado, but he did not want to go there, s0 he went to S.J. Petens Commercial
High. He did not Like it there, eithen, and the §oflowing year he went to
Delgado. He did poorky there, 50 they took him out of school and his Last
year at the Jewish Children's Home he worked with BilL Parker, more on Ress as
part of the maintenance staff. He recalled that during the summer he was 17,
~while he was at camp, he was informed that he would be Leaving to go Live with
him other and her second husband. He has not had any prion warning of this
possLibility. Mr. Freedman explained that Uncle Harry wanted fo "get nid of
the oldern kids." i~ o/13037

Camp, <tself, was a very good memory. He always enjoyed his time there.
He also necalled his Big Sistern, though he could not necall hern name. She took
him and a couple of other boys out to dinner and to the movies. He remembered
that it was at dinner at hern house that he §inst Learned to eat shaimp.

M. Freedman Liked Uncle Harny, and necalled how much they enfoyed having
Uncle Hary read to them. He remembered his reading the "Count of Monte Cristo"
o the children. He did recall only one episode of corporal punishment. When
boys were in trouble, Uncle Harry would call them in and give them a talking to.
On one occasion Mr. Freedman apparently talked back and Uncle Harry called him
a "fjackass." When Mr. Freedman made a §€ip remark, Uncle Harvwy got angry and
hit him on the head with his cane (he had a bad foot at the time.) However,
he did not seem to hold any grudge fon that episode. Each child had a bookfet
An which varnious aspects of Home Living were kept and demernits marked. 14 a
child had a certain number of demernits, punishment ensued.

Mr. Freedman also recalled that when the Depression hit New Ornleans, the
Home went on an "austerity program." He necalled that the meals were difgerent,
wholesome but with Less variety and Less meat and chicken. He recalled Lots
o4 #ed bean dinnerns and what seemed fo him Like sarndines for Lunch daily.

Mr. Freedman described his Life agtern he Legt the Home, and it was a bad
Lime forn him forn quite a while. His mother had married a non-Jew who was a
garmer in ek Texas and had six children by that mauiiage. He really did not
it into the family and was wnhappy, 50 after a while he Left and went to Live
with his maviied sistern in Houston. That did not wonk out, eithern, and before
he was nineteen he was Living in a fwwished room and supporting himseld by
wonrking in a factory. In 1939 he went to New York to thy to ship ocut as a
seaman but had difgiculty getting hired because he always Looked youngen than
his yearns. He was dragted in 1943 and served in the armed forces £iLE 1946.
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In netrnospect, Mr. Freedman feels very grateful for his yearns at the Jewish
Children's Home. He states that if he had not been accepted he feels sure that
by now he would be dead on in prison. One of his older brothens did get
Anvolved in iLegal activities and served an 8 yean prison sentence. He said
that he recalled that in 1929 a group of social workens did a situdy of children's
homes overn the whole workd, and that theirn conclusion was that the Jewish
Chikdren's Home was "one of the best places in the workd."



